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A, Proposed Changes in the Suwerjor Uefense Council

1. The Iitelian Suparior Defense Couneil, according to the
precent iaw which desoribes its composition and functions,
is made up as followst

a) President: The head: of the Government.

b) Members: The Ministers and some of the former
dristers of ilar,

¢) Secretary: A General who holds the position of
jeruanant SsSerotary.

2. At the prcsent time an effort is under way to change the
preccnt. orgenization of tne Superior Defense Council.
Recently Defense ilinisier Randolfo Pacciardi sent a
letter to all the formerilinisters of War and Defense
who held office since 1%k (Allesandro Casati, Stefano
Jacini. Cioriano Facchinetti and luigi Gasparottq
urging them to express their views as to whether
it wovid be adviesitle toiatiribute to the Minister
of Defense the dvties of: ‘ermanent Secretary of the
Superior Defence Ccunciles Hinister Pacciardi's
initiative in this resveti has not oreated a
favorable impression andi has placed the recipiente
of the letters in an enbarrassing position.

3. At ihe present time the becretary of the Superier Defense
Council mmst fulfill two requirementss

a) He mast be a tactician: and

b) Ho insures the neceesary continuity of the work
ov the Comnedi.

The proposed changa would deprive the Superior Defense
Council of these tvic funciions.
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4. A commities of twolve, Q‘_:eluding ton, Mario Palcrmo, Hon.
Pietro Calamandesi ane Hon, lulgl Gasparctbo, is studying
plans [far the reor anizf:ion of Militery Justice.

57R002400470002-6

5. During the last mecids , the committee split into two
groups: !

a) One group (7 mcmtn&:) favored the continuance
of the Suprers !£1{ ory Tribunal; and

and Calasmandrai, advocated the suppression of
the Suprene .1litags Tribunal and other reforms

. which in substance tvould have removed military
parsonnel responciiie for military crimes from
the jurisdiction of military ccuris.

b) The other group (5 i‘:.embera) including Palermo

6. The results were Arapmv‘cd;ui 10 the Linisiry of Defense. The
Keeper of the Seals honi;iven his approval to the minority
position, |
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